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LITTLE UTICA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, April 25 

4:00 pm 

Information Night for 
Holy Land & religious 

travel  
 

Check our Website 
Calendar and Face-
book page for more 
upcoming events! 
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Who’s Your Pastor? 

Rumor has it that there are some inquiring minds who would like to know a little 

bit about me and how I ended up in the pulpit at Little Utica United Methodist 

Church. First off, let me tell you if there is something you would like to know, just 

ask. I am a pretty open person and have no problem talking about myself, the 

issues I’ve dealt with over a lifetime or how I found myself lay speaking at church.  
 

As an infant I was baptized in a Baptist church. Church was never a big part of 

my childhood. When I was thirteen my mother and step-father began attending a 

Baptist church in Phoenix, NY. One Wednesday evening, I answered an altar call 

and Jesus became my Lord and Savior. Once again we fell away from the 

church. It would be twenty years before I went to church again. 
 

I come from a long line of alcoholics, back as far as my great-great grandfather. 

During those twenty years, I carried on the family tradition.  Most weekends found 

me drinking with friends. I tried drugs once but they weren’t my thing. Just before 

my twenty-first birthday I got married to my first and only husband. On May 1st 

we will be married thirty-nine years. We have two children. Our daughter is thirty 

seven, married and has two daughters of her own. Lauren is eleven and Lillie is 

fifteen. Our son is twenty-one. He is the proud father of a tortoise cat named Gar-

net. Both of the kids live in the Ithaca area. It wasn’t long after I got married that 

the drinking stopped. 
 

While I was in Florida, my father became the substitute minister at a small church 

near his home. He and my grandmother would play the special music for the ser-

vices from time to time.  
 

When I returned to the Marcellus area, some friends kept inviting me to various 

church activities. Then I started attending Sunday services and becoming more 

involved in the church. I taught first and second grade Sunday School, and grad-

uated to occasionally doing the children’s sermon. When I felt more comfortable I 

served as liturgist. I eventually joined the church and my son was baptized there.  

The church I joined was the same one my great-great grandmother went to. She 

had my dad enrolled in the Cradle Club. I didn't know that when I first joined.  

Reverend Richard Barton was a big influence on both myself and my son. I took 

four Disciple classes with Reverend Barton. I attended Mission U for several 

years with my son. I have been Vice-President of the church’s UMW. I spent four 

years as President of Crossroads District UMW and Vice-President for two years 

before that. I have also taught adult classes as well as participated in them. I also 

spent some time on the missions committee. I have taken all but two classes to 

be a certified lay speaker. All of that stuff looks good on paper, but the instances 

that mean the most to me are the ones I have interacted with my Lord.  

Continued on Page 2 
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At one point in my life, my grandmother, who was more like a mom, was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and told 

she had less than six months. My mother was living in Florida and my aunt who was here was functionally illit-

erate. She didn’t understand much of what the doctors were trying to explain. That responsibility fell on me. One 

night I had to call my mother and tell her she was going to lose hers; that was tough. Within a week or so my 

father was told he had cancer and would need to begin chemo. The evening my dad told me his news I was 

devastated. How was I going to care for them, my toddler and everything else. I laid in bed that night and spoke 

to God like he was my best friend. We talked for hours before I fell asleep that night. I shared everything that 

was in me. When the morning came I was filled with an incredible peace and calm. The anxiety and the feelings 

of being overwhelmed were gone. I was different after that night; my mother said I was filled with a kind of 

peace and she was right. It takes a lot to ruffle my feathers. 
 

How did I end up in the pulpit at Little Utica? I’ll try to keep this short. During one of Don’s classes we had to 

plan a service and a short sermon. One of my classmates said to me, I should be in a pulpit. Joking I said, from 

your lips to God’s ears. Several months later I got a call from Don asking if I had ever considered filling the pul-

pit in a church. I admit I had fantasized about it. We talked and I just wasn’t sure about doing it.  The drive in the 

winter was distressing and I doubted my ability to come up with meaningful sermons week after week. Initially I 

declined, letting fear have control. God doesn’t like to hear “I don’t think so.” I prayed about it, wanting to be 

sure it was God’s plan and not mine. He gave me several small clues that I didn’t pay attention to. God had 

enough of my indecision and helped me make a choice. The place I worked for sent me a letter saying they 

could no longer pay me. There you have it - I am here because at this moment it is where God wants me. 
 

On a personal note I love to draw.  I can knit and crochet but I prefer crochet. I am a big fan of Italian food. I also 

enjoy watching and photographing birds.  
 

Pastor Darlene  
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From the Lay Leader’s Desk 

~ 2020 What a year! ~ 2021 What Possibilities! ~ 

(1) 2020 started out with such an explosion of things we planned to do. We had several Worshiping Events in 

different places planned. The only one that we were able to do was our Highland Forest Worship/Sleigh Ride 

Service in February. What a delightful event for young and the young at heart. We had a beautiful Morning Ser-

vice complete with a table full of donuts, bagels, fruit cups, yogurt, juice and coffee. After we sang our last 

hymn, we donned our winter coats, boots, hats and gloves and boarded the horse-drawn sleigh for a 30 minute 

ride through the deep snow of Highland Forest.  

(2) Covid-19 caused an abrupt closing of our in-house service; but it opened a new way of Worship for us and 

thousands of other churches across the country. Doug was able to quickly get us up and running doing our Sun-

day service online via Zoom. Covid-19 might have locked us, for a time, out of church but not out of worshiping. 

We have, thanks to Zoom, opened our Sunday morning Worship to folks all over the country. Now several of 

those people still join us each Sunday morning on Zoom. See how God works?  One door closes and another 

opens Wide!  

(3) Holy Land & religious travel were all canceled for 2020 and they are still on hold as of today. The Oberam-

mergau Passion Play in Germany was rescheduled for 2022. I will be taking that tour in September of 2022. If 

you are interested in going, please contact me, there are still a few open spots. 

(4) All Lay Servant and Bible study classes that were to take place in 2020, will be scheduled for later this year. I 

will be doing, at the church, Adam Hamilton’s “Final Words from the Cross.” This Lenten Study will start on Sun-

day February 21 at 11:15AM - Noon. It will take place in the church Sanctuary so we can maintain our social 

distance. 

(5) The E.J. Thomas Cluster UMM and our UMW are still working hard on their commitment to our local mis-

sions to those in need. Please check out the UMW & UMM articles for more details.  

(6) Big changes took place in 2020…Pastor Judy retired in June. Her retirement from preaching didn’t mean she 

was leaving us… Judy & Ed are now active congregants at Little Utica. 

(7) We were so lucky to have so many of our Lay Servants who were willing to preach on a Sunday until a new 

pastor was found. In November, the search was completed. We welcomed our new Supply Pastor, Darlene 

Hyde. She has been able to just step right in and fill our church’s needs quickly. 

(8) 2020 was the year of church upgrades!!! Please check out the Trustees report, Wow our trustees have been 

working overtime. Maybe Covid-19 brought about many things we disliked, but it caused us to tackle so many 

projects that were put on the back burner for years.  

(9) As soon as we can gather without restrictions, a special Dedication Service is being planned. Through the 

generosity of two families, our church has received a Hearing-Impaired System, in memory of Leonard MacE-

wen and new United Methodist Hymnals, in memory of Richard Batruch. Both of these gifts were so needed. 

What a blessing it will be for those attending our services to be able to hear the service from any pew in the 

church. Now all the hymnals in every pew will match. The date for this special service of dedication and recep-

tion will be announced soon. 

(10) As we look forward to new ways that we can serve our Lord in 2021, let us remember that He will lead us to 

new opportunities and show us opened doors that we never knew were there. Our church is so blessed to have 

a loving and giving family of true Christians. 

So please keep working hard to keep our church shining bright and Shine it does!  

 

Happy New Year 

Donald Day ~ Lay Leader 

 

 

 



  

A Message of Thanks from World Vision Fund 

With a pair of chickens and a goat, you’ll provide a steady supply of eggs, milk, 

and protein to feed children and help families. We’ve paired our most popular 

animals so you can give two or more struggling families a gift they’ll never for-

get.  

A dairy goat can give up to sixteen cups of milk a day. Goat’s milk is easier to 

digest than cow’s milk and is an excellent source of calcium, protein, and other 

essential nutrients that growing children need. Goats are practical animals — 

flourishing in harsh climates while producing valuable manure to fertilize crops 

and vegetable gardens. 

Chickens are equally easy to raise and will naturally multiply to impact genera-

tions of children. Each family that receives chickens is asked to give back 

hatched chicks to help another family in need. Chicks require little money, 

space, or food to thrive and grow — making them an ideal business venture for 

a single mom or vulnerable family. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church family has donated $850 for families in need. This picture above is 

what your gift looks like….Times four.  

Thank you for caring. This is our third year working with this mission.  Just to 

keep everyone informed about how your donated money is spent: Eighty-seven 

cents of every dollar donated goes to the purchase of animals. 

Let’s try and do $1,000 this coming year.  You are making a major difference. 

God’s people helping God’s people. 

     Blessings, Don 

 



Inspirational Message 

From Barbara Camic 

Inspired by God 

PERSEVERANCE  

James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know 

that the testing of your faith produces PERSEVERANCE. Let PERSEVERANCE finish it’s work so that you may be ma-

ture and complete, not lacking anything. 

 

Dictionary definition of PERSEVERANCE—It is doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success. 

 

PERSEVERANCE— We may not give this word much thought because we do things with a persistence or in a dogged 

kind of way, because we have to, or because we are expected to. Some things can only be accomplished with PERSE-

VERANCE. Many things do not happen in a blink of an eye. They take much learning, planning, and certainly lots of 

time and energy, as well. Think of the time and energy invested to raise a family, or to climb the corporate ladder. PER-

SEVERANCE is needed as stumbling blocks or challenges get in the way of accomplishing our goals. However, in the 

middle of all of the challenges we face, we try to apply Godly principles. 

2 Thessalonians 3:13 says, “But as for you brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.” And Galatians 6:9 says it this 

way, “Do not lose heart in doing good for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.” 

James 1:12 confirms God’s intentions that if we PERSEVERE we will not grow weary of doing good. “Blessed is the 

man who PERSEVERES under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord 

has promised to those who love Him.” PERSEVERANCE is the continued effort to fight or achieve something despite 

difficulties, failure, or opposition. The Bible says that Christians will face trials and tribulations on earth. 

John 16:33 says, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in one ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Scripture warns us of these trials and gives encourage-

ment to PERSEVERE through hardships of this world. 

Ephesians 6:18 “With all prayer and petition pray that at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with 

all PERSEVERANCE and petition for all the saints.” Facts of this world may change, and they usually do, but God’s 

Word remains the same. Psalm 16:8 “I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will 

not be shaken.” When trials and tribulations settle in our hearts, we feel very troubled. However, if we remember to let 

the truths of God’s Word settle in our hearts instead, we feel the Holy Spirit bearing witness to the truths we are believ-

ing. John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on His 

own, He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.” We must never, ever, “give up,” “give 

in,” or “quit.” There are times we think we can not possibly go on, but then God sends us a friend’s kind words, or we 

hear a phrase in a song, or we see a sunset or a rainbow that reminds us of Him and His Word, leading us to renewed 

hope and PERSEVERANCE. Revelation 3:11 JESUS says, “I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no 

one will take your crown.” Thank you God, JESUS and the Holy Spirit, for the gift of hope leading us to PERSEVERE. 

We are grateful to you for always being there to remind us of the hope we have in Jesus, which makes PERSEVER-

ANCE even possible. Jesus words from Matthew 24:13 ring in our ears leading us on. “But the one who stands firm to 

the end will be saved.” We have much to PERSEVERE for. Praise Your Holy Name.   

BLESSINGS to all!  

Barbara Camic 

 

Visit our website to read Barbara’s Inspirations, where a new message is posted every week. 

http://littleuticaumc.org/InspirationalMessages 

http://littleuticaumc.org/InspirationalMessages
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---- Informational Meeting –---  

*Alpine Odyssey 2022 

*Holy Land via Jordan 2022 

Come learn about both tours! 
 

Journeys of a Lifetime 

Inspire Passionate Faith & Christian Living 

      Bring the Bible to Life ~ Unique Fellowship Experiences ~ Build Relationships 

Travel with E.O. 
 

I am leading this Alpine Odyssey Tour. Please come and join me as we explore these Alpine 

countries and spend an afternoon viewing this world famous Passion Play. They have been 

performing this play once every 10 years for the past 380 years 

>>> The next time won’t be until 2030. 

Alpine Odyssey 2022  9 - Day Oberammergau Passion Play 

Travel dates: Sept 5-13, 2022  $4,498* from NYC 
 

Join Rev. Dennis Lawton for a 11-day tour starting in Jordan and travel to Israel for a trip of a 

lifetime.  This tour takes you to the most amazing places in Jordan & Israel! 

Tour Date:  January  2022. * $3,298 From NYC 
 

Meeting Date: Saturday April 25, 2021 

Time: 4:00 PM 

Location: Little Utica United Methodist Church 

1459 Lamson Road, Phoenix, NY 

# Please wear a mask…We will be sitting six feet apart # 

For more information: 

*E.O’s brochures have all the details.   E.O’s web site http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/#eotours 

Donald R. Day, Sr  

Holy Land Tour Host 

1 South Granby Road 

Fulton, New York 13069  

(315) 598-6327 

(315) 278-6028  

Email ~ donsr1946@gmail.com  
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~ Trustees Report 2021~ 

 

• In 2019 a new slate of Trustees were all given positions to keep the church, schoolhouse, parsonage and the out-

side property well maintained. Their positions and area of responsibilities are: 

• Sylvia: lawn care – snowplowing, outside clean-up 

• Kathy: outside decorations – flowerbeds 

• Don: parsonage – tenant’s needs 

• Charles: electrical – plumbing – furnace 

• Richard: exterior of the church & schoolhouse 

• Donna: Church interior – setting up church events  

 

Trustees at large: 

Elaine: help where needed 

Sherron: help where needed 

Plus, we have several willing to help the trustees when extra hands are needed. 

 

In 2019 we completed most of the projects on our list. The church and schoolhouse were painted. Our church parlor, 

kitchen and bathroom were painted and the cracked plaster in the parlor removed and re-plastered. A new and efficient 

furnace was purchased, and a deep cleaning of the entire church was completed. 

 

In 2020, even with all the New York State Covid-19 restrictions, the trustees completed many projects that have been 

on our work agenda for years. The steeple was refurbished, new roof over the church office and gutters cleaned.  The 

old roof on the schoolhouse was removed and replaced. A new and safe deck/entry for the schoolhouse was added. 

The church sign was rewired, and LED bulbs were purchased to really make it shine bright at night. The water chlorina-

tion system was repaired. The fire and smoke alarm system were upgraded. New high-speed internet and router in-

stalled, allowing the church to use Zoom and live broadcast from the church.  The trustees voted to accept the gifts of 

new Hymnals and system for the hearing impaired.  When a trustee saw something needed to be done, they would 

bring it to my attention. An estimate would be brought to the Church Council, if voted yes, the trustee followed through 

and the project was done.  
 

Trustee President: 

Sylvia Day 

 

Fuel- Winter Fund 

A new Fuel Fund chart has been made and put into the church parlor. 

To donate a $25 block: make check payable to Little Utica UMC, in the memo - Fuel Fund. Please mail checks to: 

Sylvia Day, 1 South Granby Road Fulton, NY 13069 

Include a note if you would like it in memory or in honor of a loved one. Your name and information will be put on the 

chart. 

I want to thank everyone who has donated in 2020.  We are very grateful to Elma Smith, who faithfully donates every 

month.   
 

God Bless you all. 

In Christ, 

Sylvia Day  
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Zoom Humor 
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The following article was submitted by RC Day, brother of Don Day.  RC and his wife Sachiko live in South Car-

olina, but have been faithful congregants of Little Utica via Zoom since the pandemic started in March, 2020. 

 

VFW Post 12136 Service Activities in Indian Land, SC  

After graduating from the Citadel (Military College of South Carolina) in 1974; we moved our family from Charleston, SC to 

Charlotte, NC. Over the next 40 years we were involved in a number of civic activities. However, there were no activities 

that supported our Military Veterans in the community.  

In 2014 we decided that the taxes in Charlotte, NC were too high and we moved to Indian Land, SC. Indian Land, a smaller 

city some 20 miles south of Charlotte, that has become a Bed and Breakfast area for Charlotte area.  

In 2015 a Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 12136 was formed and as a Navy Veteran (1957-1968) I joined this post. 

There are over 500 retired military personnel and their families living in Indian Land. Most live in an area called Sun City (a 

retirement community of more than 3600 homes). As you can imagine this area treats our veterans very well.  

As a result of the community's support, our post in return initiated a series of outreach projects to give back to the commu-

nity. One of these programs provides scholarship funds to our High Schools for senior students going on to college. We 

currently provide $1000 a year to 2 students as long as they maintain a 3.2 scholastic average.  

In 2016 our post formed an Honor Guard to provide Military Funeral services to recognize the fallen comrades in our com-

munity and other local communities. The Honor Guard is made up of 21 veterans ranging in age from 63 to 89 years. The 

honor guard members represent each branch of the military (Army, Navy, Marines, Airforce and Coast Guard). At each 

burial site or memorial service, we present a folded American flag to the family, execute a 21-gun salute, and play taps. 

The first month of 2021; 18 Honor Guard members conducted 13 funeral services, drove over 2000 miles, gave 130 ser-

vice hours to honor deceased veterans.  

Another of our programs is "Veterans in the Classroom" at our middle schools. Fifty-Five veterans are invited to Indian 

Land Middle School on Veterans Day. Each post member is then assigned a specific classroom where students hear sto-

ries about some of our career activities while in the military. The students are very attentive, asking many questions. It is 

also interesting to note that in Indian Land middle and high schools, over 90% of these students have active or past military 

service members in their families. 

Note: The VFW only allows members to join if they have served overseas in a combat or combat-related zone. However, if 

you did not serve overseas you can join the American Legion as a non-combat veteran. In order to assure that all of our 

veterans receive help, one of our retired Marine veterans started a Coffee Group in 2017. This group allows any veteran 

(stateside or overseas) to join us for free coffee at a local coffee shop every Tuesday, from 7:30 am to 9:30 am. We cur-

rently have 125 members, with around 45 members attending each Tuesday. Most of the coffee group members have 

PTSDF (Post Traumatic Syndrome) and other combat issues. This outlet has been a God Send for these veterans. It has 

provided an environment for them to talk about issues associated with their military service that they cannot express to 

their immediate family.  

Our post members also meet with veterans living in a Senior Assisted Center once a month to talk with them about their 

military service, families, etc. The center usually provides coffee and doughnuts for everyone. Once a quarter we share a 

lunch with these retired veterans and everyone enjoys these get togethers. Unfortunately, we have not been able to meet 

since June 2020 due to the Covid-19 issue.  

RC Day 
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United Methodist Women 

Greetings to all, and welcome to 2021. I don't think anyone 

would disagree that the year 2020 was very trying at best, 

and a year that saw the evolution of many "new normals." 

While the women of LU's UMW, like everyone, were unable 

to undertake any new missions, we have continued with our 

support of Erin's Angels, local military families, and our sup-

port of each other. Whenever a member of our congregation 

is in need, we strive to do all that we can to help. An exam-

ple of this has been to organize a schedule of meals, pre-

pared by the ladies of UMW, and delivered to members who were recovering from surgeries. 

Assistance with meals during difficult times like this proved to be very helpful, and was greatly 

appreciated. As a church family, we are there for each other when a need arises. 
  

We have also continued with our support of Erin's Angels, to help in addressing the problem of 

food insecurity in the Phoenix School District. Additionally, we have continued with our grocery 

store gift cards at Christmas time, to assist local military families in need. We are looking for-

ward to 2021 being a year that brings a return to normalcy, when we can not only increase our 

support of our existing missions, but undertake new ones as well. 
 

Remember to mark your calendars for the reopening of our New 2 You Clothing Boutique on 

March 4th, and the reopening of the School House at the end of March. Peace and good health 

to all in this new year! 
 

Blessings to All, 

Donna Fingland, UMW President 

 

And there’s more... 

One of our church members has been making and donating face masks where there was a 

shortage as her family’s mission for 2020 and 2021.  Her husband buys the supplies and she 

does the sewing.  

She has donated to Essential Workers in Oswego and Onondaga County.  She also donated 

masks to children in special need classes for Syracuse schools, foster care families, firemen, 

medical workers and first responders.  Masks have also been donated to the Salvation Army, 

Office of the Aged, Post Office workers and wherever masks were needed.  Let’s pray the rea-

son for these masks will come to an end soon. 
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EJ Thomas United Methodist Men 

In 2020, our usual active fundraising efforts were hampered by the pandemic.  

While we weren’t able to gather as we usually do, we were able to keep our 

monthly donations going to the Cpl. Kyle R. Schneider Foundation.  This is made 

possible by one of our very generous members who ensures we have enough in 

our account each year to maintain this support for our neighbors who run the 

foundation.   

 

We had planned to replicate the success of 2019 where we had raised thousands 

of dollars at our silent auction event.  The funds were raised for the Cpl. Kyle R. 

Schneider Foundation at an event held at the Clay Fire Station #2 on October 5, 

2019. We had live music, food for sale and many items were donated to be auc-

tioned off including homemade baskets, gift cards and assorted merchandise. We 

raised over $3,000 in one afternoon!  

 

While our group hasn’t been known for doing a lot of physical work like many 

United Methodist Men’s groups, 

we can’t seem to convince Nel-

son Richards to slow down.  Until 

the pandemic closed down our 

Conference Center, Nelson was 

busy building sections for ramps 

that are installed for members of 

our community at no charge.  We 

hope to continue this work soon.   

 

 Blessings - Doug MacEwen 
 

 

 



Contact Us 
1459 Lamson Road 

Phoenix NY  13135 

(315) 678-2270 

info@littleuticaumc.org 

By Mail: 

135 Riverscape Dr 

Bldg E 

Fulton, NY 13069 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.littleuticaumc.org 

 

They’ll Know We Are Christians by 

Our Love #2223 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the 

Lord, we are one in the Spirit, we are one in 

the Lord, and we pray that all unity may one 

day be restored: And they’ll know we are 

Christians by our love. 

We will walk with each other, we will walk 

hand in hand, we will walk with each other, 

we will walk hand in hand, and together we’ll 

spread the news that God is in our land: And 

they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

We will work with each other, we will work 

side by side, we will work with each other, we 

will work side by side, and we’ll guard human 

dignity and save human pride: And they’ll 

know we are Christians by our love. 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things 

come, and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s 

only Son, and all praise to the Spirit, who 

makes us one:  

And they’ll know we are Christians by 

our love, by our love; yes they’ll know 

we are Christians by our love. 

Little Utica United Methodist Church 

c/o E. Phillips 

135 Riverscape Drive, Bldg E 

Fulton, NY 13069 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

 

 

 

 


